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Generally, courts have the authority to appoint probation officers who are statutorily 
mandated to perform any duty that the court may designate. 


A probation officer is a court assistant! or officer,” who exercises judicial functions,” and is an 
employee“ or representative? of the judicial branch of government. Probation officers are not law 


enforcement officers." 


The appointment of a probation officer is a judicial function,” which may not be delegated to 
another official or body, such as a county board.® Hence, the appointment of a probation officer, 


usually under statutory authority, is ordinarily made by the court.” 
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Probation officers are subject to the authority of the court!” and are statutorily mandated to 
perform any duty that the court may designate. !! Thus, probation officers are subject to the court's 
administrative directives promulgated in accordance with its plenary constitutional authority. | 


Probation officers must avoid any perception of partisanship in conducting court business. i 


Eligibility. 
To be eligible to be a probation officer, an appointee must possess the qualifications required by 


statute.'* However, the determination of the character and qualifications of a proposed appointee 


usually is a matter within the discretion of the appointing court. i 


CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 
Cases: 


Probation officers' actual expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of their duties, within 
meaning of statute providing that counties or cities are responsible for paying their probation 
officers' actual expenses necessarily incurred in performance of their duties, include the legal costs 
of defending probation officers who are sued for acts committed while serving in their official 
capacities. Ind. Code Ann. § 11-13-1-1(c). Lake County Board of Commissioners v. State, 170 
N.E.3d 1104 (Ind. Ct. App. 2021). 


[END OF SUPPLEMENT] 
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